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					TOWN OF WELSH
					WELSH, LOUISIANA
					January 6, 2026

The Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the Town of Welsh met in regular session at the Welsh Council Room on Tuesday, January 6, 2026 at 6:00 p.m.
Mayor Karl Arceneaux called the meeting to order. The invocation and pledge were recited.
Roll call as follows:
Present:  Aldermen:  Andrea King, Chuck Abell, Lawrence Mier, Melward Doucet, Jr., and Mayor Karl Arceneaux., Absent: Jackie Balmer
Others Present:  Legal Counsel: Rick Arceneaux.
A motion was made by Mr. Mier and seconded by Mr. Doucet to adopt the Agenda of the Day to add the following items to the Agenda:
1. Chief Crochet:  Adopt a current jail policy.
2. Marcus Prudhomme to discuss the use of fireworks.
3. Discussion on a new recreation facility.
4. Discussion and appropriate action on employee raises.

A motion was made by Ms. King to approve the minutes of the meeting held on December 2, 2025.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Abell.  All were in favor. Motion carried.

Mr. Doucet made a motion and was seconded by Mr. Mier to accept the financials for November 2025 as presented.  All were in favor. Motion carried.

A motion was made by Mr. Doucet and seconded by Mr. Abell to adopt Resolution 001-2026 to authorize the Town of Welsh to commit to cover all costs over State funds to provide for all necessary funding for the Base Bid for Frontage Road Extension, Project No. 50-MV1-22-01.
	Yeas: 4
	Nays: 0
	Abstain: 0
	Absent: 1

A motion was made by Mr. Doucet to adopt Resolution 002-2026 to transfer funds in the amount of $32,460.30 to the TED account for the month ending November, 2025. Mr. Abell seconded.  All were in favor and motion carried.

Mr. Doucet made a motion and Mr. Abell seconded to set the meeting dates for 2026 as follows:
		January 6, 2026				July 7, 2026
 February 3, 2026				August 4, 2026
March 3, 2026				September 1, 2026
April 7, 2026				October 6, 2026
May 5, 2026				November 3, 2026
June 2, 2026				December 1, 2026
All were in favor and motion carried.

A motion was made by Mr. Doucet and seconded by Mr. Mier to approve and adopt the Town of Welsh Record Retention Schedule. All were in favor, motion carried.

Mr. King made a motion that was seconded by Mr. Abell to lift the open container law on January 31, 2026 from 8 AM to 8 PM for the Mardi Gras Association event on South and Elm Streets.  All were in favor, motion carried.

Mr. Abell made a motion to close the 100 and 200 blocks of West South Street and the 100 and 200 blocks of S Elm Streets on January 31, 2026 for the Mardi Gras Event.  All were in favor, motion carried.

A motion was made by Mr. Mier and seconded by Mr. Doucet to accept the recommendation of DCMC, Project Manager for the HMGP Generator Project, to accept the low bid from Tri-Fox Electrical for stationary and portable generators for the town.   All were in favor, motion carried.

The motion was made by Mr. Doucet and seconded by Mr. Mier to adopt the revised Jail Policy for the Town of Welsh Jail.  All were in favor, motion carried.

It was moved by Mr. Mier and seconded by Ms. King to give hourly employees a $1.00 per hour raise effective January 1, 2026.  Motion carried.

The council was given preliminary drawings for a new concession/restroom facility at Sportsman Park.  The mayor asked that the council review and give feedback within the next few days so that any additions or changes can be made to the drawings.

Mr. Marcus Prudhomme addressed the council regarding fireworks inside of city limits on holidays.  He suggested the town sponsor some sort of event to allow residents to do fireworks on holidays in a contained area. The council will look into the matter.

John Hall, Fire Chief gave a report on the PIAL Insurance rating that the town is required to do every 5 years and that this is the year the Town of Welsh will be going thru the process.

There being no further business, Ms. King made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Mr. Doucet seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting was adjourned.

ATTEST:                                                               APPROVAL:
CATHERINE H HICKS, TOWN CLERK            KARL ARCENEAUX, MAYOR

Published 
Jennings Daily News
January 14, 2026


